
SECRET OPS OF THE CIA
ART BOOK WITH 2018 CALENDAR

SALUTING THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND THE CAUSE THEY SERVE.
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SALUTING THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND THE CAUSE THEY SERVE.
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Creation of the Central Intelligence Agency Intelligence Art Gallery in 2005 

came about due to one individual’s passionate desire to recognize the men 

and women of the CIA who bravely serve and have served our country. More 

than 100 of these officers and contractors made the ultimate sacrifice. When 

informed of this unique opportunity to create an art collection to visually 

capture milestone CIA missions, private citizens and corporations volunteered 

to commission and donate the artwork. As a result of their generosity, a 

core collection of 15 paintings donated by private citizens and corporations 

comprised the collection’s foundation and thus did not cost the American 

taxpayers a penny. Later artwork was commissioned internally.

The project reflects close collaboration between a private citizen, Erik K., 

nephew of Captain Norman A. Schwartz, a CIA contract pilot killed in action, the 

agency’s Fine Arts Commission and the CIA Museum which operates under the 

auspices of the Center for the Study of Intelligence.  Eager to provide generous and 

enthusiastic assistance were Alan Seigrist, son of the legendary CIA contract 

pilot Connie “Seig” Seigrist (more than 30,000 agency flight hours), and a 

well-connected, generous friend who wishes to remain anonymous. A heart-

felt thank-you to Richard J. Guggenhime who made several donations, and to 

Bruce Walker with kudos to all the donors without whose selfless generosity 

this world-class art collection may never have been accomplished.  -Erik K.
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An Air Combat First©, By Keith Woodcock, FGAvA, ASAA, Donated by Marius Burke and Boyd D. Mesecher

An Air America Bell 205 vs. attacking North Vietnamese Air Force An-2 Colt,/Captain Theodore H. Moore 

and Flight Mechanic Glenn R. Woods 12 January 1968 at LIMA Site 85, Pha Thai, Laos Air America Won



Known as “Site 85,” the US radar facility perched 

atop a 5,800-foot mountain in northeast Laos—less 

than 150 miles from Hanoi—was providing critical and 

otherwise unavailable all-weather guidance to American 

F-105 fighter-bombers flying strike missions against 

Communist supply depots, airfields, and railroad yards 

in North Vietnam.  CIA proprietary Air America provided 

critical air support to the site.

On 12 January 1968, Air America pilot Ted Moore was 

flying an ammunition-supply run to the site in his 

unarmed UH-1D “Huey” helicopter when he saw four 

North Vietnamese AN-2 Colt biplanes attack. Moore and 

his flight mechanic Glenn Woods took chase of the first 

Colt.  The painting captures one North Vietnamese Colt 

fleeing and the other being pursued by the Huey piloted 

by Moore as flight mechanic Woods fires his AK-47 

at the cockpit. The pursuit was relentless, continuing 

for more than 20 minutes until the second Colt (hit by 

ground fire) joined the first in an attempt to escape 

back into North Vietnam.   Both attacking Colts suffered 

severe bullet damage and crashed before reaching the 

border.  Fearing a similar fate, the two unengaged Colts 

retreated unharmed.  This daring action by Moore and 

Woods gained them—and Air America—the distinction 

of having shot down an enemy fixed-wing aircraft from 

a helicopter—a singular aerial victory in the entire his-

tory of the Vietnam war.    

Two months later in a night raid, North Vietnamese 

commandos overran Site 85 in the deadliest single 

ground loss of US Air Force personnel during the 

Vietnam war.  A year later, Glenn Woods was killed in 

action in Laos.

The painting was unveiled on July 27, 2007. The 

ceremony was attended by, among others, Ted Moore 

and Sawang Reed, the widow of Glenn Woods.
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Irrawaddy Ambush©, by Stuart Brown, Donated by Michael DeSombre

July 1944, OSS-trained Kachin tribesmen of Detachment 101 ambush Japanese troop-carrying rafts on Burma’s Irrawaddy River.



While headlines about World War II usually 

focused on Europe or the Pacific, the war was just as 

deadly in the China-Burma-India theater.

In 1942, shortly after the U.S. and Britain went to war 

against Japan, the Imperial army captured Burma and 

split the Chinese from their Allies. Allied forces supplied 

the Chinese by airlift and pushed back against the 

Japanese in an attempt to regain Burma.

General William J. Donovan, who led OSS from its 

establishment in June of that year, came up with 

the idea of creating a guerrilla army made up of local 

people. To do this, he created Detachment 101. One 

of the first units trained by Detachment 101 was the 

Kachin Rangers, a Burmese tribal group.

Such groups conducted raids on Japanese forces, 

supplied intelligence and identified bombing targets. 

One of the Kachin Ranger’s most notable feats was the 

ambush of Japanese rafts carrying troops and supplies 

on the Irrawaddy River.

Detachment 101 won a Presidential Unit Citation and 

recognition as the “most effective tactical combat 

force” in the OSS. The tactics it developed proved to 

be a forerunner to U.S. special forces.
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Untouchable©, by Dru Blair, Donated by Daniel K. Hilton

The A-12 flew faster and higher, Mach 3.29 at 90,000 feet, than any other piloted operational jet aircraft.

On May 31, 1967, Mel Vojvodich flew A-12 number 937 on the First Operational BLACK SHIELD Mission over North Vietnam and the DMZ.
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In the 1950s and 1960s, photo reconnaissance was 

an important part of knowing the enemy’s intentions, 

capabilities and his weapons capacity. Having U.S. 

aircraft that could take such photos and avoid detection 

was a priority.

 In 1957, the CIA initiated a project – called OXCART -  to 

produce a plane that would be an improvement on the 

U-2, which was made famous when Gary Powers was 

shot down over the Soviet Union.

The CIA awarded a contract to Lockheed Corp. to 

design the A-12, which still holds the sustained speed 

record for a piloted aircraft, flying at slightly more than 

2,200 miles per hour at 90,000 feet. Fifteen A-12s were 

built, but only three flew operational missions.

Those three planes flew 29 missions over East Asia as 

part of CIA operation BLACK SHIELD from 1967-68. 

The flights tracked surface-to-air missile bases and 

other significant targets in Vietnam, discovered that 

the North Vietnamese did not have surface-to-surface 

missiles, a potential threat to U.S. ground forces, and 

even located the USS Pueblo, which had been seized by 

North Korea.

In 1968, President Lyndon Johnson retired the A-12 

because a similar aircraft – the SR-71 - had been put into 

operation by the Air Force.

The painting  honors the innovation that went into the 

development of the A-12. It depicts the first operational 

flight on May 31, 1967, from Guam, piloted by Mele 

Vojvodich. The flight provided intelligence about enemy 

activity in Vietnam. The A-12 was untouchable, neither 

Chinese nor North Vietnamese radar were able to track 

the plane.
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The First Sting©, by Stuart Brown, Donated Courtesy of Richard J. Guggenhime and Donald Elster

President Ronald Reagan in 1986 authorized the CIA to provide heat-seeking, shoulder launched Stinger anti-aircraft missiles to the 
rebel forces fighting the Soviets in Afghanistan. This action turned the tide of the war. Two years later, President Mikhail Gorbachev announced his intention 

to withdraw Soviet forces from Afghanistan.The military, economic and social costs of the Afghan war contributed to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.



The Soviet Union’s 1979 invasion of Afghanistan in 

support of a socialist puppet government was met by  

opposition from Mujahedeen Muslim fighters. 

President Ronald Reagan hoped that a Soviet defeat in 

this war would turn the tide against communist 

aggression around the world. But despite U.S. support, 

the rebels were unable to counter the Soviet’s lethal 

weapon, the Hi-24D attack helicopter gunship.

In 1986, U.S. Rep. Charlie Wilson proposed that the U.S. 

give hand-held, heat-seeking missiles to the rebels to 

use against the gunships. The idea was championed 

and approved by President Reagan, and the plan was 

put into effect.

The Mujahedeen were supplied with the missiles by CIA 

officer Gust Avrakotas and CIA paramilitary weapons 

specialist Mike Vickers. The first four Stingers that 

were fired by rebels brought down three gunships near 

Jalalabad  airport. The Afghans went on to use the 

weapons successfully against Soviet forces.

Because of these heavy losses, Soviet leader Mikhail 

Gorbachev decided in 1988 to withdraw troops from 

Afghanistan. This costly Soviet defeat was one factor in 

the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

The success of this CIA mission was popularized in 

the book by George Crile, “Charlie Wilson’s War: The 

Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert Operation in 

History”, and by a 2007 film made from the book and 

starring Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts and Philip Seymour 

Hoffman.

MISSION DESCRIPTION

U.S. Congressman Charlie Wilson (above) and Ms. Joanne Herring (right) signing Artist Proofs.
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Earthquake’s Final Flight ©, By Jeffery W. Bass, Donated by Fairchild Corporation

On May 6, 1954, Civil Air Transport (CAT) pilots James B. McGovern Jr. and Wallace Buford struggle to clear the mountains surrounding the Dien Bien Phu valley after their C-119 is hit by Vietminh anti-aircraft fire. 
Following the crash of their plane near the Nims Ma River in Laos, they become the first American airmen to die in what would become the protracted conflict in Southeast Asia.



In 1954, the Indochina war between France and 

the Viet Minh was nearing its end. French forces 

were besieged by the communists at Dien Bien Phu in 

Vietnam near the Laos border.

Civil Air Transport, owned by the CIA, along with agency 

contract pilots resupplied French Expeditionary Forces 

from March 13 to May 6 when the Viet Minh overran 

the French positions.

U.S. Air Force aircraft - repainted with French roundels - 

were used in the flights from Haiphong to the battlefield. 

One of the last of the 682 shipments was made by 

American pilots James B. McGovern, nicknamed 

“Earthquake McGoon”, and Wallace Buford.

The pilots had to navigate their Fairfield C-119 through 

heavy anti-aircraft fire to drop their load of artillery shells. 

During this action, the plane was hit by flak and the 

engine seized up. While the pilots attempted to maintain 

control, the plane crossed into Laos and crashed just 

short of a WWII emergency landing strip. Both pilots 

and two French soldiers were killed.

James B. McGovern and Wallace Buford were among 

the first Americans to die in what would become the 

Vietnam war and last until 1975.

The remains of James McGovern were located in Laos in 

2002, and he was buried in Arlington National Cemetery 

in 2007.

The painting honors the 37 American pilots who flew 

deadly flights to resupply the French Expeditionary 

Forces. When it was unveiled in 2005, the French 

ambassador to the U.S. - Jean-David Levitte – presented 

France’s highest military medal for valor, the Légion 

d’Honneur, to the seven surviving CAT pilots.

A young French Army Lieutenant, Jean Arlaux, visited 

a chapel in Paris to attend Mass before departing for 

Indochina. The nuns gave him a “Medaille Miraculeus” 

which they blessed. When McGovern’s aircraft was 

struck by anti-aircraft fire, Arlaux recited the Prayer of 

Contrition and kissed his medallion. He was the sole 

survivor of the crash.
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Les Marguerites Fleuriront ce Soir©

by Jeffrey W. Bass

Donated by Richard J. Guggenhime

American Virginia Hall uses a radio powered by 

bicycle parts and an automobile generator to 

comunicate with London from a barn in 

Le Chambon, France, during World War II.



Virginia Hall left comfortable Baltimore roots in 1931 

to follow her dream of becoming a Foreign Service 

Officer.  She watched as Hitler rolled across Europe and 

decided to do her part against the Nazis by going to 

work undercover for the British Special Operations Executive 

(SOE). She was deployed to France, where the Nazis 

imprisoned, beat and tortured spies. Her courage, intelligence 

and leadership were remarkable enough, made even 

more astounding by the fact that she overcame a debilitating 

handicap to do it.  In a pre-war hunting accident, Hall had 

lost her left leg from the knee down and walked with 

a wooden prosthesis.

This remarkable woman so infuriated dreaded Gestapo 

Captain Klaus Barbie (also known as the “butcher of 

Lyon”), that he put a price on her head. The wanted 

posters called her “the lady with the limp,” and “the 

most dangerous Allied spy.”

Virginia narrowly escaped Nazi grasp with a journey 

on foot across the Pyrenees. She returned to England, 

next going to work for the Office of Strategic Services 

(OSS).  Once again, she was sent to France, where her 

resistance circuit helped pave the way for the Allied 

liberation of Europe. 

Her efforts did not go unnoticed by the people she 

served. France awarded her the Croix de Guerre. 

Britain’s King George bestowed her with one of their 

highest honors, Member of the British Empire. OSS 

Director, General William “Wild Bill” Donavan, presented 

her with the Distinguished Service Cross, America’s 

second highest service medal. True to her spy roots, 

Virginia declined a public ceremony as she was eager to 

return to the anonymous life of espionage.

Virginia Hall’s amazing life story is detailed in 

her biography, “Wolves at the Door: the True Story of 

America’s Greatest Female Spy”, written by Judith L. 

Pearson, and available at www.judithlpearson.com.

Samuel Lebrat (smoking pipe) hosted Virginia Hall when 

she arrived in southern France in 1944. He located a safe 

base of operations for her at his father’s farm outside Le 

Chambon-sur-Lignon. Samuel was awarded the Médaille

MISSION DESCRIPTION

de la Résistance for, among other things, creating the 

Resistance Combat Group (Maquis) of Lisieux and 

Villelonge in Haute-Loire. In World War I Samuel served 

in the infantry from 1914 to 1918. He received several 

medals including the Croix de Guerre and the Médaille 

Militaire. He was wounded three times but returned to 

the trenches. Between the two wars he was a volunteer 

firefighter. He was severely injured in 1936 and received 

the fire soldier’s medal.

Edmond Lebrat (in gendarme hat) was one of Samuel’s 

trusted Maquis members. He assisted Virginia Hall during 

her stay in Chambon. He is shown in the painting pedaling 

a bicycle to generate electricity allowing Virginia Hall to 

transmit intelligence to London. After the war, Edmond 

worked as a gendarme for Gendarmerie Nationale.

Gabriel Eyraud was a member of Samuel’s Maquis team. 

He assisted with secret cargo drops in Villelonge. He 

is shown with Judith L. Pearson, author of the Virginia 

Hall biography,  “Wolves at the Gate: The True Story of 

America’s Greatest Female Spy.”

Jean Lebrat is Samuel’s son. He is pictured at the barn 

where Virginia Hall transmitted vital intelligence to 

London. Jean served in the French Army and took part 

in operations from 1955 to 1957. He is a veteran of the 

wars in Algeria, Tunisia and, Morocco.

Chantal Lebrat is the granddaughter of Samuel and 

daughter of Jean Lebrat. She is shown visiting the CIA 

headquarters after the formal unveiling ceremony of the 

painting by Jeff Bass, “Les Marguerites Fleuriront ce Soir.”
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Upcountry Meeting©, by Dru Blair, Donated by Tom and Sherry Lum

Alliance in a Secret War: Hmong General Vang Pao of remote northeastern Laos and American Bill

Lair from the most powerful nation in the world stood together in the fight against communist aggression.



Throughout the Vietnam War in the 1960s and 1970s, 

the CIA provided military and other support to the 

neutral government of Laos, which was being invaded 

by the North Vietnamese Army. General Vang Pao led 

a force of Hmong ethnic soldiers that fought against 

the North Vietnamese in Laos. Military support from 

the United States allowed the general’s army to fight 

the NVA for 14 years. His army used guerrilla tactics 

to impede the progress of the invaders until the fall of 

South Vietnam.

The U.S. aid began after approval by the neutral Laotian 

government and meetings between Bill Lair and General 

Vang Pao. The first meeting was held in northeast Laos 

near the Plain of Jars. Bill Lair had to be flown to the 

remote location in a STOL, or short takeoff and landing 

aircraft, flown by Air America, the CIA-owned airline. 

The two men would be reunited in 2006 in the U.S.

The deadly war in Laos saved the lives of countless 

American servicemen.    
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Seven Days in the Arctic©

by Keith Woodcock, FGAvA, ASAA

A B-17 uses the Fulton SKYHOOK to extract U.S. Navy Lt. j.g. 

Leonard LeSchack and U.S. Air Force Maj. James Smith and recover 

Soviet research papers and scientific equipment from the abandoned 

Soviet ice station. The mission was flown by long-serving CIA contract 

pilots Connie “Seig” Seigrist and Douglas Price, both veterans of 

numerous clandestine missions.



One of the CIA’s least known Cold War missions 

involved fierce Arctic winds and dangerous ice flows 

and was appropriately named Project COLDFEET.

The 1962 mission came about after the Soviets 

abandoned an Arctic research facility on a floating ice 

floe when a pressure ridge in the ice floe was making it 

impossible for the Soviets to land resupply aircraft.

The U.S. intelligence community, including the CIA, put 

together a plan to parachute two American scientists 

to investigate the Soviet research facility to determine 

what the Russians were up to.

In May of 1962, U.S. Navy Lt. j.g. Leonard LeSchack and 

U.S. Air Force Maj. James Smith parachuted onto the 

ice floe from a World War II era B-17 and spent a week 

looking at what the Soviets had left behind. What 

they found was important evidence that the Soviets were 

investigating ways to detect and destroy U.S. submarines 

sailing under the ice.

Because aircraft could not land on the island, the two 

men had to be retrieved using a Fulton SKYHOOK, a 

device that allowed airplanes to pick up people or 

objects without landing. This device had been tested 

but never used operationally.

On June 2, with strong Arctic winds and low visibility, 

the B-17 was able to extract both men and the Soviet 

material they had collected using the hook while flying 

at slightly over 400 feet from the ground.

The painting shows the B-17 picking up Leonard LeSchack 

while James Smith waits nearby. It was unveiled at CIA 

headquarters in 2008 and reunited team members for 

the first time in 46 years.

The same Fulton SKYHOOK extraction technique and 

equipment, including the same B-17, was used in the 

James Bond movie “Thunderball”.
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Cast of a Few, Courage of a Nation©, by James Dietz, Donated by Alan Seigrist and Christopher Exline

Operation Enduring Freedom



On September 11, 2001, al-Qa’ida terrorists attacked 

the World Trade Center in New York City, they flew 

United Flight 93 into the ground at Shanksville, 

PA; another aircraft was flown into the Pentagon 

in Arlington, VA, using hijacked airliners as weapons of 

destruction.

As the nation prepared to respond to al-Qa’ida and the 

Taliban, President George W. Bush called on the CIA to 

prepare the way for the U.S. military effort that would 

be called Operation Enduring Freedom.

Within 15 days of the attack, CIA officers were on the 

ground in Afghanistan, connecting with groups opposed 

to the Taliban. CIA paramilitary teams worked with 

tribal groups often far from any friendly support. Within 

two months, the capital city of Kabul had been 

liberated along with all other towns in the northern 

part of the country. Many Taliban and al-Qa’ida had 

been killed or captured.

The painting, “Cast of a Few, Courage of a Nation”, 

shows a CIA-owned Soviet-built Mi-17 transport 

helicopter, built by the Soviets, resupplying a team at 

night in Afghanistan. This painting is symbolic of the many 

hundreds of missions carried out by CIA paramilitary 

officers and foreign nationals as well as reflecting the 

planning, analysis and logistics carried out by other 

intelligence resources, often months in advance.
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The Secret PLA Pouch Heads For CIA’s K Building©, by Keith Woodcock, FGAvA, ASAA, Donated by Bruce Walker

Tibetan freedom fighters leave the site of an ambushed Chinese army truck with secret documents.



In the 1950s and ‘60s, the CIA supported Tibetan 

resistance groups who were fighting the Chinese 

invaders. Young TIbetan men were trained by the 

CIA; some were parachuted into Tibet by covert air 

missions; others joined resistance groups on Tibet’s 

borders.

Border operations included forays into Tibet to observe 

or attack People’s Liberation Army movements. On 

October 25, 1961, a team led by two Agency-trained 

guerrillas ambushed a Chinese army truck traveling on 

the Xinjiang-Lhasa highway. All the Chinese were killed, 

and a pouch of secret documents was taken from a 

dead senior PLA officer in the front seat.

The Tibetans did not understand the documents in the 

pouch, but they had been trained to recognize what 

would interest the CIA. So, they sent the pouch to 

contacts in India who carried it to CIA Headquarters 

where it arrived, bullet holes and bloodstains intact.

At a time when the U.S. Government had few intelligence 

resources in China, the documents in the pouch were 

a valuable find, revealing serious problems in China’s 

economy, military preparedness, and relations with the 

USSR.

This painting is dedicated to Tibetan Freedom Fighters, 

those who died and those who survive.
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Ambush in Manchuria©, by Dru Blair, Donated by Alan Seigrist

Northeast China, November 29, 1952: Chinese Communist gunfire downs a Civil Air Transport C-47 aircraft on a CIA mission; the crew unaware that their exfiltration

mission had been compromised. The two pilots perished, and the two surviving crew members- CIA paramilitary officers- would spend about 20 years in Chinese prisons.



During the Korean War, President Harry Truman 

turned to the CIA  for help in developing anti-communist 

opposition within China. The CIA used its proprietary 

airline, the Civil Air Transport, to train and support guerrilla 

operations inside mainland China.

One of the most dangerous missions the CIA attempted 

was to extract agents from China. This was done using 

a low flying C-47 using a “swoop and snatch” retrieval 

system known as the “All American Pick-up.” 

On November 29, 1952, CAT pilots Norman A. Schwartz 

and Robert C. Snoddy were flying a C-47 transport to 

Manchuria to extract an agent. As the plane slowly 

approached the pick-up site, it was ambushed by 

soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army. The vulnerable 

aircraft was shot down and burst into flames. 

The two pilots were killed, while CIA case officers John 

Downey and Richard Fecteau were captured, tried and 

imprisoned for 21 and 19 years respectively. In 1998 the 

CIA posthumously honored the two pilots with Memo-

rial Stars and the CIA’s Distinguished Intelligence Cross, 

its highest medal for Valor.
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We Are Limited Only by Our Imagination©, by Gareth Hector, Donated by Directorate of Science & Technology, C.I.A.

The Hughes Glomar Explorer raises the K-129 Soviet submarine in the Pacific Ocean.



In March of 1968, the Soviet submarine K-129 

carrying nuclear weapons sank in the Pacific Ocean off 

the coast of Hawaii, possibly because missile engines 

ignited unexpectedly.

The CIA responded in 1974 with Project AZORIAN - an 

attempt to raise the Soviet submarine - one of the 

most complex and expensive missions during the Cold 

War. The U.S. government believed that the Soviet ship 

would furnish code books and a look at Soviet nuclear 

technology, among other intelligence data. 

The ship was located and photographed by U.S. 

Government assets, but special equipment was necessary 

to raise the submarine, which was more than three miles 

deep. The CIA had the Hughes Glomar Explorer built for 

the recovery operation. Howard Hughes, who had mul-

tiple U.S. defense contracts, agreed to maintain that the 

ship was his. The cover story was that it was to be used 

to extract manganese nodules from the ocean floor. The 

recovery entailed using a large claw assembly lowered 

beneath the Glomar Explorer to grasp and carefully lift 

the sub into the opened hull of the Glomar Explorer.

However, during the recovery, the sub broke apart and a 

portion of it fell to the ocean floor, unrecoverable.

While the mission was not entirely successful, it is 

considered by the CIA to be one of the biggest 

intelligence coups of the Cold War because of the 

scope of the project and the innovation and advanced 

technology that were required.

MISSION DESCRIPTION



“An Air Combat First:” Prior investigation of all aspects of this project presented me with the problem of how best to depict this unusual action. I eventually settled for an overhead view so that the rugged and 
inhospitable terrain could be made evident. The actual event was an incredible victory for Air America although the existence of the Lima 85 station was sadly not to continue. Keith Woodcock, artist.

“Irrawaddy Ambush:” My donation is to honor the U.S. clandestine services who are not able to celebrate their victories nor rebut allegations of their defeats.  The clandestine services are an integral arm of U.S. 
foreign policy and deserve appropriate public recognition. Michael DeSombre, donor.

“Untouchable:” My father, Barron Hilton, had a life-long love affair with aviation. I learned of the CIA Art Collection from a family friend. I jumped at this rare opportunity to share my love and appreciation of what 
these incredible pilots, engineers and officers contributed to the national effort to defeat our enemies and provide for our national well-being. I could never find a more meaningful opportunity to share my
father’s love of aviation and help express my appreciation for what these amazing pilots have achieved in this life. Daniel K. Hilton, donor.

“First Sting:” The first downing of Soviet attack helicopters by the Afghan Mujahedeen using Stinger missiles marked a pivotal turning point in history. It was motivating to talk to some of the key players behind 
the clandestine supply of these weapon systems, in particular of course, the colourful maverick Charlie Wilson. Stuart Brown, artist.

“Earthquake’s Final Flight:” Clandestine support of the French at Dien Bien Phu by the U.S. in the 1950s is a part of the Cold War narrative that is less familiar to most Americans. Photos of the Dien Bien Phu 
valley from that era are almost nonexistent, but for a few after-action aerial photos of the Dien Bien Phu garrison. Using maps, I had to construct a perspective that allowed the viewer to see the main garrison, 
as well as strong point Isabelle, to lend context to the crippled C-119 flown by captains James “Earthquake McGoon” McGovern and Wallace Buford. It was a privilege to illuminate their sacrifice with this painting. 
Jeff Bass, artist.

“Upcounty Meeting:” This painting was  commissioned to honor General Vang Pao and Bill Lair who together organized and managed a Hmong military force to combat North Vietnamese aggression in Laos. 
With U.S. assistance the various Hmong units provided security and protection for their villages and citizens. As a result, the North Vietnamese Army was forced to maintain a sizeable force to protect their 
rear and flanks. Anonymous.

“Les Marguerites Fleuriront ce Soir:” Virginia Hall’s amazing WWII odyssey as an O.S.S. special operations agent is legendary. The decision to depict Hall using her B-2 suitcase radio in the clandestine operational 
setting of a barn offered a rich tableau—and a unique set of challenges. A corner of my studio was turned into a barn interior and I constructed a mock up of the B-2 radio for maximum realism and historical
 integrity. Employing the techniques of 19th century academic painters, I used strong, raking light to illuminate the figures and lend drama to the painting. Jeff Bass, artist.

“Seven Days on the Arctic:” One aspect of being an aviation artist that I really enjoy is the opportunity for extensive research and with this particular project I was able to truly immerse myself in its 
complexities. I was astounded at the courage and bravery of all those who pioneered the incredible Fulton SKYHOOK, a system which eventually allowed them to attain their chosen objectives. I hope that my 
painting portrays my total admiration for those dedicated individuals. Keith Woodcock, artist.

“Cast of a Few, Courage of a Nation:” The painting shows a CIA Mi-17 helicopter, built by the Soviets, resupplying a CIA Special Activities Division paramilitary team at night in Afghanistan. This painting is
symbolic of the many hundreds of missions carried out by paramilitary units as well as the planning, analysis and logistics carried out by other CIA officers, often months in advance. James Dietz, artist.

“The Secret PLA Pouch Heads for the CIA’s K Building:” This painting is intended as a tribute especially to the courageous Tibetans who had been trained by the CIA- many who had died fighting inside Tibet and 
those who continued to risk their lives through the 1960 decade in border locations. It is hoped the painting in the CIA gallery will inspire curiosity and admiration in the minds of viewers and cause them to con-
sider that the history of the Tibetan resistance is ongoing. Bruce Walker, donor.

“The Secret PLA Pouch Heads for the CIA’s K Building:” I did an extensive amount of reading to acquaint myself with the whole Tibetan political and geographical scenario to prepare myself for this project and 
was appalled to learn of the atrocities carried out during the Chinese invasion. When first viewing this painting, the subject might appear to be somewhat brutal, but I wanted it to reflect the severity of the conflict in 
that remote and distant area. Keith Woodcock, artist.

“Ambush in Manchuria:” As you turn the months in this calendar and see each new, fantastic and incredible scene – know that the duty and sacrifice from  these volunteers was freely given with no expectation of 
public recognition in their lifetime. It is often left to the children, nieces and nephews to discover the truth and tell their stories 50 years after the fact. None of these volunteers would ever ask that you feel
sorrow for them – yet we should never forget their sacrifice. The only thing they would want in return is for you to cherish, celebrate and realize the principles of freedom for which they gave their all. 
Alan Seigrist, donor.

“We Are Limited Only by our Imagination:” My forte is aviation and military art so when I was approached to depict a scene from the CIA’s incredible Project Azorian mission I was incredibly flattered and 
downright dumbfounded as to how I would approach the challenge.I’d never painted an underwater scene before, never mind the logistics of featuring a sunken submarine, giant mechanical claw and a huge 
mother ship all in the one composition. All my reference for the mission was public domain so I was forced to take some artistic liberties in the depiction, however with great support I was able to produce an 
artwork that I hope provides a fitting tribute to the daring and incredible ingenuity of all those involved. Gareth Hector, artist.

A special thank-you goes to Bruce Walker, without his persistence the 2017 Calendar would not have come together. A tip of the hat to the talented designer Sage Hanna Betts, and to Derek Hillenbrand for his 
contribution. Tom Corrigan used his copy editing skills to bring order to the chaos. The artists volunteered to share their artwork and of course the private citizens and corporations who commissioned and donated 
the artwork.  This has been a grassroots project from the start. Erik K.

STATEMENTS



The men and women of the Central Intelligence Agency, and their allied 

foreign national agents, courageously carry out their missions in hostile 

environments around the globe. From the frozen killing grounds of the Korean 

War to the bloody siege at Dien Bien Phu, to missions above the Arctic Circle 

and on the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, and in capitals and danger zones 

around the world, these unsung heroes perform countless land, sea and air 

missions, usually without public knowledge or gratitude.

This collection of original paintings, initially funded by private citizens and 

corporations depicts actual declassified CIA missions.

Each historical depiction was exhaustively researched and recreated by world 

class military and aviation artists such as Dru Blair, James Dietz, Jeff Bass, 

Keith Woodcock, Stuart Brown, Gareth Hector and others. Unique calendar 

bonus features include photos of points of interest at the headquarters, artist 

sketches and color studies, declassified documents, photographs of mission 

participants and more. SECRET OPS OF THE CIA is a history book disguised as 

a wall calendar. The artwork is on permanent display at the CIA headquarters 

in McLean, Virginia.
THERE IS NO AFFILIATION

BETWEEN THE CIA. AND CIA-ART.

SECRET OPS OF THE CIA

DECEMBER

             2017  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

 FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

“We Are Limited Only By Our Iimagination”
By Gareth Hector

The Hughes Glomar Explorer raises the K-129 Soviet submarine in the Pacific Ocean.
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All images, photographs and artwork contained within are copyrighted and sole property of the original artist or photographer. 




